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Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas
The History of the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts

Robert Baden-Powell (1857-1941) founded the Boy Scout Movement in 1908. As a result of demand "the scheme for
girls" was devised soon afterwards and the Girl Guide Association was officially founded in 1910. The Movement soon
spread from Britain to other countries and in 1919 Lord Baden-Powell's wife, Olave, formed the International Council to
provide a link between members around the world. At the 5th International Conference in Hungary in 1928 the World
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts was formed, replacing the International Council. Thereafter the International
Conference became the World Conference. Olave, Lady Baden-Powell (1889-1977), became World Chief Guide in 1930.

What is the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts?
o WAGGGS - the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts is a voluntary organization for girls and young
women. With more than 140 member organizations, it offers over10 million members a dynamic and flexible educational
program based on spiritual values.
e WAGGGS is divided into four Regions and a Regional Group: the Western Hemisphere, Asia Pacific, Europe,
Africa and the Arab Regional Group.
® The object of the World Association is to promote unity of purpose and common understanding in the fundamental
principles of the Girl Guide/Girl Scout Movement throughout the world, and to encourage friendship among girls of all
nations within frontiers and beyond.
e The aim of the Girl Guide/Girl Scout Movement is to provide girls with opportunities for self-training in the development
of character, responsible citizenship and service to the community.
e WAGGGS organizes international meetings, training and seminars in different parts of the world.
e WAGGGS owns four World Centers: Our Chalet, in Adelboden, Switzerland; Pax Lodge, in London, England; Our
Cabana, in Cuernavaca, Mexico; and Sangam in Pune, India. International gatherings and training are held there and are
open to girls, young women and leaders from National Organizations.
e Operates a Mutual Aid Scheme whereby National Organizations help one another.
e Ensures that WAGGGS' concerns are represented to United Nations Agencies through its team of volunteers.
e WAGGGS promotes international education by celebrating Thinking Day on 22 February. On this day, WAGGGS'
members make a special effort to think of their sister Girl Guides/Girl Scouts all over the world and to give voluntary
contributions, which are used to promote the Movement.

WAGGGS Member Organizations:

° Adopt the principles of the Girl Guide/Girl Scout Movement.

° Are self-governing, with the freedom to formulate and implement their own policy.

° Are independent of any political organization and any political party.

° Have a membership which is voluntary and open to all girls and young women without distinction of creed, race or
nationality.

° Encourage girls and young women to develop their self esteem and leadership skills through service to their own

and world communities.

A world conference takes place in a different country every 3 years to:

° Make decisions on WAGGGS' policy.
° Consider membership applications.
° Elect the World Committee.

The World Committee consists of 12 members. Its responsibilities are implementing decisions taken at the World
Conference and promoting Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting throughout the world.

The World Bureau, situated in London, England, is the secretariat of the World Association and carries out its day-to-day
work. The staff of about 40 are headed by a Director whose responsibility is to coordinate the work of the World Bureau.

WAGGGS is financed by:

° Quota - the annual contribution paid by every Member Organization;

Thinking Day contributions;

Grants, donations, and bequests;

The Endowment Fund, which was created to safeguard the Association's future finances;

The WAGGGS Development Fund - used for general development, specific purposes, or for special projects;
The Olave Baden-Powell Society - promotes Girl Guiding/Girl Scouting by recognizing and honoring major
donors.
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